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Written by Walt Mason
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The students first priority was service to the hospital, formal education came second.  Most of the nurses training was “hands-on”.  

Student nurses need stamina and endurance. As for some students classes took place in the evening after their 12 hour shift,

 when the doctors and nurses were free to lecture. 

W.P. Downes

B.A.  M.D.  C.M.

Medicine 

H. J. Sullivan

M.D.

Obstetrics

K. Murray M.D.

F.R.C.S.© M.S. 

Surgery

W.A.Weaver 

M.D.C.M.

Physiology

A.A. Cauley 

M.D.C.M.

Obstetrics

F. Woodhall M.D.

Orthopedic Surgery

Wm. Jamieson M.D.

Gynecology

L. Playfair M.D.

F.R.C.S. 

First Aid and 

Emergencies

W.R. Jaffery

M.D.C.M.

Dermatology

V.E. Lapp M. D.

Otolargyngology

Ophthamology

J.H. Holbrook M.D.

F.R.C.P. ©  F.A.C.P.

Tuberculosis

J.H. Kreiner M.D.

Psychiatry

W.J. Brough

M.D.C.M.

Anaesthetics and

Metabolism

A.D. Kelley M.D.

Pediatrics

E.J.K.  Reid PHM D.

Material Medica

A.C. Martin M.D.

Preventive Medicine

& Hygiene

E.N. Ballantyne

B.A.  M.D.  MSc.

Bacteriology

R.J. Fraser M.D.

Anatomy

Rev. J.S. McDowell

Diocesan Director of Health

L.R. Hess

M.B.  F.A.C.P.

Dr. Alfred Charles Martin

 was a general practitioner in Hamilton for 48 years after graduating 

from Toronto University at age 21. He practiced at the Medical Arts 

building. For many years he was a member of the lecturing staff at St 

Joseph’s Hospital nursing school.  He was a former secretary of the 

Hamilton Academy of Medicine and a member of the Doric Lodge and 

the Scottish Rite. He was the holder of the Order of Serving Brother, 

awarded by Queen Elizabeth for outstanding service to the St John 

Ambulance Brigade.



Written by Mary Nunziato



Graduation exercises were held in the Undermount Nurses Residence. There were 32 graduates in the class of 1934.

Parents and friends of the graduates, members of the medical and nursing profession of the three city hospitals, and representative of the clergy were present in large numbers 

to offer their congratulations. Guests and relatives of the graduates assembled in the lecture room of Undermount senior nurses residence, prior to the graduates entry in their 

snowy white uniforms and carrying arm bouquet of American beauty roses. The window ledges and the platform held scores of baskets filled with flowers. 

Dr. L. L. Playfair brought congratulation to the graduates. He took the opportunity to speak on nursing education at the time. Whatever was true in past years, was now not 

just a matter of bedside nursing and manual skill.  Academic and scientific training were added to each year. This branch of education was restricted by the resources and 

needs of the hospital in which the training school was located and it was a question how much theory could be added to the  nurse’s training while the nurse continued to do 

her present share of the practical work in the wards

. “In our own hospital “ he said, “and in many others there are fully qualified and full-time teachers and every effort is made to present the work in the best possible manner. 

But can it be absorbed by the nurses on twelve-hour duty with a limited time for study and recreation?” I venture to prophesy in the future, nurses will receive scientific 

training in a school or college organized for that purpose where only academic work will be given for the first year or two and she will get practical bedside training in an 

affiliated hospital, as the medical students do now”

Photo shows 31 grads  /  Record book identifies 33 graduates  /  Newspaper article quotes 32 grads 

Written by Lillian Chamberlain ‘34

SEPTEMBER  CLASS  1934

Violet Bassindale

Marjorie Broker

Lillian Chamberlain

Jean Costi

Mary Dean

Jean Durward

Doris Easterbrook

Foley Helen

Orpha Harvey

Gertrude Mackay

Sophia Minden

Deveanna Muirhead

Patricia Muldoon

Mary Nunziato

Eudene Pearce

Alice Sxhweyer

Cleta Scott

Vera Selkirk

Agnes Smith

Sister Mary Grace Stevens

FEBRUARY CLASS  1934

 

Dorothy Cobb

Dorothy Craig

Ruth Dooley

Patricia Goetz

Anna Hannah

Frances Hewson

Anne Hobkirk

Helen Moore

Mary McGillicudy 

Betty Weisman 

Helen Zettle



Kathleen Barry ‘36Rose Conway

Doris Corey ‘37 

Marie O’Hagen ‘37

Miss RoachMiss Webster

Mary McGillicuddy

Jean Durward

Prize for General Proficiency  Violet Bassindale

Prize for Highest Standing in Theory Ruth Dooley

Prize for Preventive Medicine  Sister Mary Grace

Prize for Surgical Nursing  Helen Zettel

Prize for Medical Nursing  Vera Selkirk

Prize for Gynecological Nursing  Betty Welsman

Prize for Obstetrical Nursing  Orpha Harvey



GRADUATION DAY   June 6, 1934 

Hamilton Spectator Friday May 8, 1959

4 members of the class of 1934 attending the Alumnae Dinner  for the graduating class of 1959. 

Helen Foley Yetman, Agnes Muir Smith, Ruth Henson Hazlett and Irene Hannah Colette, 

members of the class of 1934, each received their honorary membership status for 25 years 

as a member of the St. Joseph’s School of Nursing Alumnae Association. 

Hamilton Spectator, Friday May 8, 1959

Sister Virginia Hanlon’45 was attending the 5 day 

conference for Directors of Nursing being held at 

Queen’s University in Kingston. 

“The Give and Take in Nursing Service” is co-sponsored

by the Ontario Medical Association, The Ontario Hospital 

Services Commission and The Registered Nurses 

Association of Ontario.   



Dr. W. P. Downes, chairman of the staff, presided. “In all parts of the world, graduates are doing splendid work” he said. “Last year during the earthquake at Long Beach California one of your members was mentioned in 

despatches for her heroic conduct. Two of your nurses made the supreme sacrifice while in the discharge of their duties – Mildred Souter ’28 in India working in the foreign missionary fields and Dorothy Landers ‘31 of this city.”

 Dr Downes said “I urge you to continue your education. Remember it is a continuous process and should go on to the end of life. 

He commented that since the introduction of registration examinations for nurses in1926, 90 to 100 percent of St.  Joseph’s students had been successful, usually 100 percent.

The terrace garden of Undermount held an afternoon tea following the graduation ceremonies. Individual tables were set beneath shady trees on the three terraces. 

The intermediate class entertained at a very enjoyable evening in honour of the class of 1934.  Guests were received at the entrance by Florence Roach and Helen Webster (instructresses) 

Dr Bowman

Marguerite Goetz with her brother.

Miss Anne Boyd (Public Health)

Mrs Lennard Davis.

.Patricia Muldoon & her family

.Miss Webster & Miss Roach, 



1934    Graduation Dance

1934   Graduation Dance

CAN YOU IMAGINE?

Dr. Sullivan -  forgetting to whistle or dance

Dr. Downes – anyone being bored at his lectures

Dr. Parry – operating without his brown shoes

Dr. Weaver – not saying Thank you Nurse

Dr. Sutherland not interested in golf

Dr. Jamieson – losing his temper

Dr. Woodhall – failing to whistle “If I could spend one hour with you”

Dr Murray – out of work

Dr. A. C. Martin -  being late for lectures 

Dr. L. L. Playfair -  being annoyed 

Dr. Nancekivell – not a mountaineer

Dr. Bowman – forgetting the dosage of insulin

Dr. Livingstone -  looking for fish worms

Dr. Fraser – missing the 4th or 5th lumbar vertebrae

Dr. Newell – without a new story

Dr. McGhie -  coming up to see us some time

Dr. Page – turning over a new leaf

Dr. Lapp – not being professional

Dr. Lunz – being late 

Written by Vera Selkirk



Written by Mary Nunziato

Yearbook Editor 
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Written by Helen Zettel





1912       Dr. J.W.Edgar

established X-Ray Dept. 

1902      Dr. Ingersol Olmstead

Paid for electric wiring & 

fixtures in the Operating Room

Dr. Thomas Bertrand

This glimpse of the children’s ward shows that the 

kiddies can be happy here too. 

A nursery in St. Joseph’s where the new arrivals 

are introduced to the luxuries of the world. 

1890

1902

1911

1914

1912

1922

1929



Our pharmacy, where Mr. Reid concocts tempting 

tid bits for the patients to make them well. 

Fat or thin: your destiny is controlled from the diet 

kitchen by Miss Webster. 

Dr. E.H. Ballantyne in charge of the laboratory

1923

Medical Staff organized under the direction of 

Dr. J. H. Sullivan 

Cont’d

Written by Dr Downes

1934        Present Staff of Supervisors

Surgical Services       J.R. Parry B.A., M.B., F.R.C.S. (Canada)

       L.L. Playfair  M.D.C.M., F.R.C.S. (Edingurgh)

       F. Woodhall M.B.

       Wm Jamieson M.B.

       Sister M. Vincent Reg. N.

       Sister M. Angelica Reg. N. 

       Sister M. Camilla Reg. N. 

        

Operating Rooms      Sister M. Loretta Reg. N. 

       Sister M. Gerard Reg. N.

Medical Services       W.P. Downes B.A., M.B.C.M.

                                   J.H. Sullivan M.D.

       Sister Jeanne Marie Reg. N. 

       Sister M. Lioba Reg. N. 

Obstetrical Services   Sister M. Raphael Reg. N. 

X-Ray Department    L.R. Hess M.B., F.A.C.P. (Canada) 

                                   Sister M. Alphonse Reg. N. 

Laboratory Dept.      E.N. Ballantyne B.A., M.D., M.Sc

       Sister M. Audrey Reg. N. 

Pharmacy                  E.K.Reid Phm. B.

       Sister M. Herman Reg. N. 

       Sister M. Ancilla 



1943 - 1944           Agnes Smith ’34 was the Representative to the Canadian Nurse

                               for the Nurses Alumnae Executive

1944-1945             Agnes served on the Executive Committee for the Nurses Alumnae

Agnes Smith



Class of 1935

BACK ROW:  Ruth Lumsden, Rachel Weatherill, Rita Churchill, Marie Haslem, Doris Murphy,

                        Dorothy Roadhouse, Florence Palmer, Joan Morris, Gwendolyn Zuber, Ann McCowell

SEATED:  Marjorie Marr, Ethel Christopher, Phyllis Atwell, Agnes Nicholson, Leah Culver, 

                   Eileen Enderby, Elsie Hart, Dorothy Telfer 

Sister M. St. Norbert ‘35  (Gwendolyn Zuber)

Sister M. Domenica ‘35  (Ella Mae O’Neill)



Left to right                                                   Class of 1936

FRONT ROW: Marcelle Carr, Jessie MacNaughton, Agnes O’Neill, Lena Everett, Helen Balfe, Lillian Lothian, 

                         Jeanne Fox, Irene Whittaker, Marguerite Cupples, Marian Fleming

STANDING:  Dolores Sherk, Anne Federchuck, Ruth Decker, Kathleen Barry, Mary Kelly, Birdella Lynch, Mary Miller, 

                        Dorothy Dwyer, Irene McCarthy, Gertrude Boyd, Gwendolyn Keary, Margaret Nelligan, Catherine Gillen, 

                        Hazel Elliott, Betty Cocker, Dorothy Hurst, Nellie Ferguson  

Sister Annacieta ‘36



Left to right                                                   Class of 1937

BACK ROW: Catherine Birmingham, Gladys Lund, Mary McLaughlin, Grace Crozier, 

                       Marie O’Hagan, Lenore Gallaher, Doris Brain, Blanche Dickinson

FRONT ROW:  Anne McInnes, Mary Nelligan, Catherine Messer, Doris Corey, Marian Webb, 

                          Pearl Enushevsky, Rachel Sherk

Material in this presentation was gathered from several sources:

   ”Undermount” Yearbook 1934

newspaper articles in the Hamilton Spectator

Alumnae Minutes & articles from the archives at the Motherhouse 

And photos from reunion day celebrations and Alumnae Newsletters.

Sister St. Joseph ‘37



Sister Mary Grace ’34

A native daughter of Hamilton Sister Mary Grace Stevens graduated from St. Joseph’s Hospital, Nurses’ Graduating Class in 1934.

She was an instructor of Nursing and in 1940 was appointed Superintendent of Nurses. 

Sister Mary Grace was a woman ahead of her time, visionary, fair minded, with a talent for administration.  

1954-1960  Hospital Administrator, St. Joseph’s Hospital, Hamilton 

1960-1963  Hospital Administrator, St. Mary’s Hospital, Kitchener

1963-1970  Hospital Administrator, St. Joseph’s Hospital, Hamilton

During her time as administrator, she worked with some of the most advanced ideas being introduced in hospital management. She was known as a forward thinker. 

She set in motion the plan to build the new surgical wing in the late 1950’s based on the Freisen Concept. 

  

In the late 1950’s she worked with Piggott Engineering in the planning and construction of Fontbonne Hall, which opened as a Nurses’ Residence in the early 1960’s.

In 1958 Sister Mary Grace advertised for the position of a Medical Director. Dr. Ken Williams was hired as the first Medical Director of any of the 285 Catholic 

Hospitals in Canada. 

Sister wanted a hospital committed to quality patient care in order to meet Hospital Accreditation Standards. Working together with Dr. Williams, they achieved this 

goal.

The large surgical building in the present hospital, “The Mary Grace Wing” is named after her,

Sister Mary Grace entered eternal life on November 13, 1999.



Sister Mary Grace Stevens graduated in 1934

She created a scrapbook of “all things St Joseph’s 

(school of nursing, hospital, graduations etc) 

and kept it at the Motherhouse in Dundas 

Sister Mary Grace 

entered Eternal Life November 13, 1999

Her favourite colour was pick, so pink was the 

colour chosen for  the announcements and for 

dinner tickets for Reunion Day 2000



1970       Card sent to the Alumnae by Sister Mary Grace ‘34

Doris Easterbrook ‘34

Thank you card sent to the Alumnae by Sister Mary Grace ’34

following a reunion dinner and receiving a crested mug. 



EXAM 
PAPER

S 

SUBJECT # OF 
PAGES 

YEAR COMMENTS

1 Hospital housekeeping 6
2 General review 5 1931
3 General review 6 1931 cleaning & sterilizing instruments
4 General review 6 1931 vascular system 
5 First Aid 2 1933 Dr Playfair
6 massage 2 1934 Mrs Fellows
7 Obstetrics 2 1933 Dr Downes
8 Pediatrics 2 1933 Dr Brough
9 Dietetics 2 1933 Miss Gibbons

10 O.R. Technique 2 1933 Sister Gerard
11 Medical Nursing 3 1933 Miss Gibson
12 Surgical Nursing 4 1933 Miss Gibson
13 Bacteriology 4 1932 Dr Ballantyne
14 Anatomy and Physiology 2 1932 Dr lang
15 Materia Medica 2 1932 Dr Downes
16 Urinalysis 2 1932 Sister Monica
17 Dermatology 2 1933 Dr Jaffrey
18 Orthopedics 2 1933 Dr Woodhall
19 Drugs and Solutions 2 1931 Sister Monica
20 Tuberculosis 2 1933 Dr Aitcheson

21 Gynecology 3 1933 Dr Jamieson
22 Psychology 2 1931 Sister Monica
23 Surgery 2 1933 Dr Stevenson
24 Metabolism and 

Anaesthetics
2 1932 Dr Brough

25 Special Senses 2 1933 Dr Lapp
26 Public Health 2 1933 Miss Boyd
27 Bacteriology 2 Sister Monica
28 Nursing Principles 4 1931
29 Ethics and History of 

Nursing
3

30 Anatomy 2 Sister Monica 
31 Hygiene and Sanitation 2

Exam Papers for 1934 donated by Violet Basindale’34

CLASS 
NOTES

SUBJECT # OF PAGES COMMENTS

1 History of Orthopedics 2
2 Tuberculosis & other infections of bone 7
3 Orthopedic Conditions 5 Rickets / Scoliosis / Bow Legs / Knock Knees / etc
4 Orthopedic Conditions 4 Club Feet / Congenital Dislocation of Hip  / 

Exostosis / Spastic Paralysis
5 Arthritis 4
6 Treatment of Tuberculosis 5
7 Gynecology 6
8 Cancer 1
9 Medicine 1 1933 Dr Downes lecture on Urology 

10 Respiratory Conditions 1 1933 Dr Downes 
11 E.N.T. 10 Dr Lapp
12 Dermatology 7
13 Organic Brain Disease 2
14 Diet Sheets 4 Class Notes for 1934 donated by Violet Bassindale’34

Violet Bassindale ‘34

Violet Bassindale ‘34 contributed many items to the Alumnae Archives

School of Nursing Graduation Diploma 1934

Registered Nurse Diploma  1935

Florence Nightingale Pledge (framed0

Renewal Certificate for 1939 ($1)

Renewal Certificate for 1940          ($1)

Middle School Examination Certificate

Envelope for 1st pay

1934 Yearbook

Note Books  – notes from class lectures

Text Books Anatomy & Physiology published 1931

 principles & Practice of Nursing published 1927

 Diseases of Children for Nursing 

 Pattee’s Diabetics published 1931

 Outline of Matrica medica published 1930

 Obstetrics for Nurses published 1931

 Medical Dictionary published 1930

 Health Almanac published 1934

 Loose Leaf Note Books x3

 Baby Books x2

Exam Papers 31 topics 



excerpt from Alumnae Newsletter September 1989

The following article was given to the Alumnae Newsletter Editor by Terry Schmidt, 

the very proud daughter of Helen Foley Yetman. It appeared in the church newspaper

 in Manchester, Missouri. Reunion Day 1984   

Class of 1934         Celebrating 50 Years

Helen Foley Yetman ’34

Reunion Day 1989

These drawings were given to Sister Joan O’Sullivan by Dr. Joseph & Anne Minden

Dr. Joseph Minden was on staff at St Joseph’s Hospital as a general surgeon.

Sophia Minden was a graduate of the class of 1934 

She was also an instructor at the St. Joseph School of Nursing 

Helen Foley



GRADUATION               MAY 18, 1939

Graduation ceremonies took place in Undermount Nurses Residence. There were 25 graduates in the class of 1939



Josephine Nunziato was a graduate in the class of 1939. Her family has written her biography

Josephine Blanche Nunziato was born March 6, 1917 and died May 22. 2002. 

She graduated from St. Joseph’s School of Nursing in Hamilton in the class of 1939. 

She is seen in the class photo standing 10th from the right. 

She was the 2nd of 9 children of Carmine and Orsola Nunziato. 

She grew up on Fairfield Ave in east Hamilton. 

After graduation she nursed at the Hamilton T. B. Sanatorium, 

then the Haldimand War Memorial Hospital in Dunnville. 

The family believes this was part of the requirements for completing her registration process. 

She also continued to take on private in – home nursing positions. 

In 1944, she married William Leonard Robinson and made the transition from city life to rural farm life.

Josephine and Leonard raised a son and daughter in the small community of Warner, east of Hamilton.

She would sometimes reminisce about being a student nurse, reflecting on the strict rules, ensuring all work was 

done before leaving the floor to go for a break and finding the food nearly gone by the time she reached the 

cafeteria. 

Being a very petite woman she also remembered the difficulty of moving patients between floors, manually up 

and down the stairs.

She could not come home often even though she lived in the same city.

Her youngest sister Louise has a vivid memory of a stranger standing in the hallway of the family home dressed 

in a sparkling white uniform navy cape and cap and not recognizing her own sister.  

Josephine Nunziato ‘39

1942 - 1944     Celine O’Donohue ’39 served on the Alumnae Executive as a member of the Executive Committee for Special O.R. equipment 

1951 – 1954    Doris Bunker’39 served on the Alumnae Executive as Treasurer 

Uniform  worn by

Edna Williamson ‘39 

Doris Bunker’39    Irene Murray’19   Ethel Gilmour’41

Doris Bunker’39

Josephine Nunziato ‘39

Josephine Nunziato ‘39
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